Celebration of a New Ministry: An Act of Covenanting for Ordained and Commissioned Ministers

Covenanting Service (for Ordained, Diaconal, and Designated Lay Ministers)
(this outline is intended to be used as a framework for a worship service to covenant a new minister; it is offered in its fullest form so that it may be used in its entirety if that is helpful, or in a ‘pared down’ form if that suits; please adapt the service and the language used in it as best suits your context---for example you may wish to use different prayers, to add other symbols to represent the shared ministry, to have fewer readings, to omit A New Creed and/or communion; also some parts of the service may not apply to your situation, eg. team ministry; a hymn for communion is included should you wish to use it)

*************************************************************

Celebration of a New Ministry

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Introit

Life and Work of the Church

Call to worship: (responsive)

One: We gather today in the name of the Holy One.

We come into the presence of the Spirit of Life.

We come seeking to be God’s faithful community.

All: We are sisters and brothers in Christ.

We come to worship God together. 

We come open to the Spirit working within us and among us. 

One: All that we have and all that we are is God’s good gift to us.

God’s breath gives life to us and to all of creation.

God’s heart cares for each living thing.

All: Let us worship God, the Maker of all that is.

Let us come into God’s presence with joy and praise. 

Let us be glad in this holy place! 

Prayer of Approach (together)
Holy One, we gather in your name to celebrate new beginnings. 
We give thanks for the abundance of gifts in our midst. 
May we use all of these gifts wisely and well, 
that we may witness to your love for the world. 
Guide our steps in the way of Jesus
who calls us to be his disciples.
By your Spirit that is Holy, 
empower us to live into your realm of justice and peace. Amen. 

Hymn
Prayer of Confession (responsive)

One: For all we might have offered and chose not to:

All: Loving God, we ask forgiveness. 

One: For all we might have risked and were afraid to: 

All: Loving God, we ask forgiveness.
One:  For all we might have loved and held back from: 

All: Loving God, we ask forgiveness.

One: For all we might have nurtured and withdrew from:

All: Loving God, we ask forgiveness.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)


One: Our God is a God of steadfast love and compassion.

All: In Christ we are set free to begin again.

One: We are free to receive the fruits of the Spirit.

All: The Spirit will guide us into love and peace. Amen.
Presentation

Presider

Greeting (responsive)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

We are gathered here in the presence of God to celebrate a new ministry and to covenant together for the service of God in this place. 

Member of the pastoral charge

We present NN, who has been called to a ministry of Word, Sacrament, and Pastoral Care/Education, Service, and Pastoral Care in N Pastoral Charge. We believe she/he is qualified and has been prayerfully and lawfully selected. (the warrant to covenant is read)
Presider: addressing the new minister
NN, you are here in response to the call of N Pastoral Charge and by the action of N Presbytery and N Conference. 

We come together to mark a new relationship among you, the presbytery, and the pastoral charge. 

May the God who has given us the will to do these things give us the power and grace to perform them. 

Words of Welcome

The Presider may recognize special guests. 

Service of the Word

Proclamation of the Word and Response

Hebrew Scripture
Psalm

Epistle
Anthem

Gospel Lesson

Sermon   

Hymn
Offering/Offertory/Prayer of Dedication

(offering collected is forwarded to Toronto Conference for the South West Presbytery Education and Students Fund)  
Covenanting Action

Renewal of Baptismal Faith

Presider: addressing all
Please stand if that is comfortable for you and join in a statement of our communal faith. (A New Creed VU 918)
We are not alone,
we live in God's world. 

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church;
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. 
The people are seated. 
Statement of this New Ministry

The new minister comes forward at the invitation of the presider. 
Presider

NN, you are about to undertake the ministry of word, sacrament, and pastoral care [or] education, service, and pastoral care in this place. 

You, the members of this pastoral charge, are called to join NN in worship, study, prayer, and action. 

We, the presbytery, will be responsible for the oversight of this ministry. Let us ask for God's grace as we covenant together this day. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, by our baptism you have called us to Christ's ministry; pour out your Holy Spirit upon us as we commit ourselves to work together in Christ's name.
Amen. 

Promises of the New Minister

Presider: addressing the new minister 
NN, do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility? 

New minister

I do. 

Presider

Will you accept the discipline of the presbytery and, together with its other members, be responsible for the oversight of the church's life? 

New minister

I will. 

Presider

Will you accept the support and encouragement of this pastoral charge and this presbytery? 

New minister

I will. 

Promises of the Pastoral Charge

The members of the pastoral charge stand. 

Presider: addressing them
Will you join with NN in a ministry of worship, study, prayer, and action within this pastoral charge and in the world? 

Members of the pastoral charge

We will. 

Presider

Will you support him/her as he/she serves among you in this ministry? 

Members of the pastoral charge

We will. 

The members of the pastoral charge are seated. 
If there are other members of the order of ministry and/or lay people working together with NN in a team ministry, they come forward. The presider introduces them by name and office and addresses them, together with the new minister. 
Presider

NN and NN, you have been called by God to work together in this pastoral charge. Will you promise in faith and obedience to Christ to share this ministry, supporting one another in love and, through your unity of spirit, inspiring all God's people here in their common ministry for Christ? 

Team ministers

We will. 

The team ministers are seated. 
Promises of the Presbytery

Members of the presbytery stand.
Presider: addressing the members of the presbytery
Will you, as members of N Presbytery, join with NN and this pastoral charge in the ministry that is both theirs and ours? 

Presbytery members

We will. 

Presider

Will you exercise oversight for their work and witness, support and encourage them in this ministry? 

Presbytery members

We will. 

Members of presbytery are seated. 

Presentation of Symbols

Symbols of ministerial function will vary, depending on the people involved in the covenant, but may include the following: 
A Bible

A member of the pastoral charge carries a Bible to the new minister. 

Presenter

Take this Bible. Be among us as one who teaches and proclaims the Word. 

People

Amen. 
The new minister places the Bible on the pulpit or lectern. 
Water 

A member of the pastoral charge carries a pitcher of water to the new minister. 
Presenter

Be among us as one who baptizes in the name of Christ. 

People

Amen. 

The new minister takes the pitcher and pours the water into the font. 
Towel, and basin 

Members of the pastoral charge carry these symbols to the new minister. 

Presenter

Be among us as one who serves. 

People

Amen. 

Towel and basin are set in a visible place before the congregation. 

Bread and wine 

Members of the pastoral charge carry a loaf of bread and a cup of wine or bunch of grapes to the new minister. 

Presenter

Be among us as one who breaks the bread and blesses the cup. 

or 

Be among us as one who cares for those who hunger and thirst. 

People

Amen. 

The new minister places the bread and wine/grapes upon the table. 

Presider

NN and N Pastoral Charge, let all these be signs of the ministry that is ours and yours in this place. 

People

Amen. 

New Minister's Prayer

The new minister prays in thanksgiving and supplication for all who have entered this covenant for the ministry of the pastoral charge. 

Response to Covenant

Presider

Let us rejoice in the covenant we have made. 

The people may express their joy with applause and/or the singing of a doxology, the pealing of bells, or a fanfare. 

Holy Communion
Hymn (Here Is the Table – see below)

Eucharistic Prayer 

Holy Communion

Prayers of the People

A lay member of the congregation or the minister may lead these prayers. Intercessions or thanksgivings may be offered for: 

· the church universal 

· the world 

· the local community 

· those in need 

· the departed. 

A litany of prayers and responses may be used. 
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy. 

or 

Lord, hear our prayer.
And in your love answer. 

The leader concludes the prayer with words such as these: 
Confront us, O Christ, with the hidden prejudices
and fears that deny and betray our prayers. 
Enable us to see the causes of strife; 
remove from us all false sense of superiority. 
Teach us to grow in unity with all God's children. 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy now and forever.
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer /The Prayer of Jesus
Hymn
Commissioning and Benediction
The following hymn may be used prior to communion

HERE IS THE TABLE  (VU 173)

Copyright Cindy Randall 2010

Here is the table!

Come now to the feast!

God’s own are invited,

call the last and least!

Wine poured out as blessing,

bread shared on the way,

thus the life of Jesus

dwells in us today. 

(refrain)

Here is the table!

Come now to the feast!

God’s own are invited,

call the last and least!

Come now and gather,

to God’s grace draw near;

everything provided,

love shall cast out fear.

All God’s good creation,

Even God’s own Son,

shared with us so freely!

Sing what God has done!

(refrain)

So with one voice now

may our God be praised!

Such gifts to remind us

Jesus Christ was raised!

Here the Holy Presence,

here the humble meal,

so are we encouraged,

God’s love is made real!

(refrain)

this service was adapted by Bob Raymont and Cindy Randall from a service found at www.united-church.ca/planning/preaching “Celebration of a New Ministry: An Act of Covenanting for Ordained and Commissioned Ministers”; these liturgies were in the now out of print Service Book for Church Courts. 

Call to worship; prayer of approach; prayer of confession and words of assurance written by Cindy Randall 
“Here Is the Table” copyright Cindy Randall 2010
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