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Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this Toronto Conference 
M&S Fund Speakers Roster 2008 – 2009 
is to raise awareness about the many 
aspects of ministry and mission supported 
by the Mission and Service Fund of The 
United Church of Canada. Through this 
initiative, we hope to encourage the 
generous support of the M&S Fund.  By 
providing this list of knowledgeable 
speakers and by offering financial support 
for their visits to congregations, we hope 
that the members of Toronto Conference 
will grow in their appreciation for, and 
commitment to, the varied ministries of 
pastoral care, justice-making and 
community building in our own Conference 
and in the wider world. 
 
We believe that this initiative forms part of 
our response to Christ’s continuing call for 
conversion and commitment, for the 
healing of our own souls and for the 
healing of the world. 
 

 

 
 
 

The Toronto Conference M&S 
Fund Speakers Roster for 2008 – 

2009 was produced by Linda 
Parsons, M&S Fund administrative 

support staff on behalf of the 
Toronto Conference Christian 
Formation and Congregational 

Development Committee. 
 
 
 

We thank all the speakers for their 
generous contributions of time and 

energy.  It is most appreciated. 
 
 
 

Financial support for this project is 
made possible through a revenue 
generation grant from the M&S 

Fund. 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact 
Darren Liepold at 

dliepold@torontoconference.ca 
416-241-2677 #230 or 1-800-446-4729 

FAX 416-241-2689 
   
 

www.torontoconference.ca 
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Evaluation and Reimbursement 
 
Please send us a short evaluation of your 
experience whether you wish 
reimbursement or not. 
 
Include: 
 

 Name of pastoral charge/congregation. 
 

 Contact person’s name, phone/email. 
 

 Date of the speaker’s visit. 
 

 Name of the speaker. 
 

 M&S Fund Enthusiasts name. 
 

 How did this M&S Fund Speaker’s visit 
help your congregation/group to better 
understand and support the work of the 
Mission and Service fund? 

 
 Amount to be reimbursed. 

 
 Payable to? 

 
 Send your response to: 

 
 

M&S Fund Speakers Roster 
Darren Liepold 
65 Mayall Avenue 
Downsview, Ontario  M3L 1E7 
Fax:  416-241-2689 
Email:  dliepold@torontoconference.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to arrange for a speaker: 
 
We hope that you will enjoy the opportunity to 
build new relationships over the coming year by 
arranging to host a speaker for a worship service 
or workshop.  We would ask that you send us 
your evaluation using the format suggested so 
that we can measure the effectiveness of this 
project. 
 
1. Look through the list of speakers and 

decide who you would like to invite.  You 
may want to raise awareness of overseas 
work, or local outreach ministries, or other 
projects, depending on the previous 
exposure of your congregation. 

 
2. Decide whether you want the speaker to be 

present in worship or at a 
workshop/seminar.  

 
3. Choose possible dates and times for the  

 event. 
 

4. Communicate with the speaker giving clear 
information about expectations, dates, time 
and travel details.  If your first choice of 
speaker is not available, try another 
speaker. 

 
5. Ask the speaker what arrangements and 

equipment are necessary. 
 
6. Make arrangements to greet the speaker on 

the day of the visit and provide for 
refreshments and accommodation if 
necessary. 

 
7. Pay the speaker an honorarium of $100 - 

$150 plus travel costs.  You may apply to 
Toronto Conference Christian Formation 
and Congregational Development 
Committee care of Darren Liepold for 
reimbursement of these costs.  See 
evaluation and reimbursement format. 
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DAVID ALLEN             416-241-2677 Ext. 226 
dallen@torontoconference.ca 
 
David Allen is the Executive Secretary for Toronto 
Conference.  In addition to serving in the Pastorate in 
BC and Manitoba, he has worked at The United 
Church Observer, attended the World Council of 
Churches’ 8th Assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe and 
visited partner churches in Zambia in 2001.  In 2007 
and observed landmine clearing activities in Cambodia 
through the Cambodian Mine Action Centre. 
 
 
MARK ASTON            416-364-8228 Ext.305 
mark@fredvictor.org 
 
Mark Aston is the Executive Director of Fred Victor 
Centre, a multi-service agency that provides housing 
community services and advocacy to people who are 
homeless and living in poverty. The Fred Victor Centre 
has operated in the downtown of Toronto for the past 
115 years. 
 
 
MICHAEL BLAIR        416-231-7680 Ext. 4136 
mblair@united-church.ca 
 
Michael Blair serves as the Executive Minister, 
Intercultural and Diverse Communities in 
Ministry Unit at the General Council offices of The 
United Church of Canada. Before coming to the 
General Council Office, Michael served as the 
Executive Director of the Christian Resource Centre 
(CRC), a ministry of the Toronto South Presbytery 
serving the homeless and marginally housed in 
Toronto's eastern downtown area. Michael was 
previously a congregational minister of a number of 
Baptist churches in Toronto and St. Catharines, 
Ontario, and as a community chaplain with the Ontario 
Multifaith Council's reintegration Program, working 
with individuals leaving the provincial jail system. He 
graduated from Ontario Bible College (now Tyndale 
University), the University of Waterloo, and  Wycliffe 
College - University of Toronto. Michael was a 
member of the Ethnic Ministries Unit-Wide Committee 
of General Council and a member of the Steering 
Committee of the Journeys of Black Peoples in the 
United Church. 
 
 
 

JOAN SILCOX-SMITH  416-756-6311 
jssmith@nygh.on.ca 
 
Joan Silcox-Smith is a United Church minister and 
Hospital Chaplain. The M&S Fund supported her when 
she was a student minister through funding to the 
theological colleges and internship support.  She has 
been involved with M&S supported chaplaincy work at 
Princess Margaret Hospital and currently at North 
York General Hospital. 
 
CAROL WATSON                  416-364-8228 Ext. 305 
carol@fredvictor.org 
 
Carol Watson coordinate requests for Fred Victor 
Centre Speakers and is one of their speakers. Carol has 
been with Fred Victor Centre in her current capacity as 
a communications and fundraising coordinator since 
October 2002. 
 
KAREN WILLIAMS                             416-657-1558 
karenwilliams.dpcm@gmail.com  
 
Karen Williams is the Community Minister at 
Davenport-Perth Community Ministries.  She is a 
member of Emmanuel Howard Park United Church 
and a doctoral student in New Testament at Emmanuel 
College. She brings to this position graduate education 
and work experience in the areas of community 
development, women’s health, participatory research, 
feminist analyses and interventions to issues of 
violence in spousal relationships, and many years of 
working with youth in residential supportive housing 
programs.  In her work at Davenport-Perth, she is a 
member of a team of dedicated community workers 
who are working on a literacy and math program for 
children on community housing, on a leadership 
training group for women, a speakers bureau, non-
partisan voter education and affordable housing.   
 
RALPH CARL WUSHKE                     416-921-4967 
rwushke@intrlog.com 
 
Ralph Carl Wushke serves in two half-time positions: 
pastor at Bathurst United Church in downtown 
Toronto, and Ecumenical Chaplain at the University of 
Toronto.  Originally from Saskatchewan, in 2004 
Ralph received a Th.M from the Toronto School of 
Theology and was admitted to The United Church of 
Canada Order of Ministry from the Lutheran Church. 
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JOAN POPE                416 483-4118 
mjoanpope@hotmail.com   
    
Joan Pope has been a longstanding member of the 
UCW in the United Church for many years. She knows 
the value of ongoing financial support from the United 
Churches to Massey Centre with respect to continued 
supported programs for pregnant young teenagers.  
Joan is interested in working with marginalized women 
at Massey Centre in particular focusing on life 
changing skills and prenatal programs that help equip 
young mothers for motherhood.  Joan is entering her 
second term as a Board Member of  Massey Centre. 
 
BARRY RIEDER            416-747-5616 
Jf-com-min@rogers.com 
 
Barry Rieder is the Jane-Finch Community Minister.  
His work involves community development in 
collaboration with Firgrove Public Housing 
Community and the larger Jane-Finch area.  Barry’s 
role has been to provide community development 
support, pastoral care and advocacy through coalitions 
and networks. 
 
ANGELA SCHMIDT            519-376-2121 Ext. 2889 
aschmidt@gbhs.on.ca 
 
Angela Schmidt is the Healthcare Chaplaincy 
Coordinator for four hospital corporations in Grey, 
Simcoe and Bruce Counties in Southern Ontario. She 
and the chaplaincy board have created an innovative 
program that provides spiritual care to all 12 hospitals 
and have begun to help the long term care facilities to 
place local chaplains.  Her team of chaplains ensures 
that those who are not connected with a church or faith 
group also get spiritual care if so desired.  Angela’s 
role is one of administrator, educator, and chaplain.   
 
BRENDA LAROND SIMPSON 519-442-7725 
b.simpson@fstc.ca 
 
Brenda Larond Simpson is the principal of the Francis 
Sandy Theological Centre of the United Church. 
Francis Sandy Centre offers a community-based model 
of Native Ministry Leadership Preparation for First 
Nations Congregations. Brenda is Ojibwa of Nipissing 
First Nation.   Through her work she connects with 
some 23 First Nation Communities in southwestern 
Ontario and western  Quebec. 
 

MICHAEL BOURGEOIS                     416-585-4534 
michael.bourgeois@utoronto.ca 

 
Michael Bourgeois is Assistant Professor of Theology 
at Emmanuel College, Toronto, a United Church 
theological school supported by the Mission and 
Service Fund. and former chair of the Committee on 
Theology and Faith.  Michael welcomes invitations to 
speak about the place of theology and theological 
education in the life and work of the United Church or 
about the new statement of faith, “A Song of Faith”. 

   
PATTY EVANS                                      905-722-6348 
jandpevans@gmail.com 
 
Patty Evans has been a member of the Partner-in-
Residence Program Committee of Toronto Conference, 
served as Overseas Personnel in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, was chair of the Division of World 
Outreach and is a member of Knox United Church, 
Sutton, Ontario. She is past-chair of Knox Council. 
Patty currently serves the United Church as a Conflict 
Resolution Facilitator and is a member of York 
Presbytery. 

 
BARBARA FULLERTON   416-231-7680 Ext. 4161 
bfullerton@united-church.ca 
 
Barbara Fullerton is the General Council Stewardship 
Development Program Coordinator in the 
Congregational Educational, and Community 
Ministries Unit.  Her focus is on best practices for year 
round stewardship strategies. 
 
ALEX LEITH                   519-369-6774 
Aleith99@hotmail.com           1-800-902-7828 
 
Alex Leith is the Coordinator of Queen’s Bush Rural 
Ministries.  The mission of Queen’s Bush Rural 
Ministries is to help people living in the rural areas and 
small towns of Grey and Bruce, and adjacent areas, 
obtain the support, advice or resources they require to 
face the crises they encounter in their lives. Mr. Leith 
is available to speak in Grey, Dufferin-Peel and 
Simcoe Presbyteries. 
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JOHN JOSEPH MASTANDREA       
johnjosephm@united.org         416-363-0331 Ext. 24 
 
John Joseph Mastandrea is an ordained Minister at 
Metropolitan United Church, Toronto.  He is a member 
of the Executive of the Toronto Area Interfaith Council 
and chair of the Interfaith Advisory Committee to 
Mayor of Toronto’s office.  He has been a spiritual 
director for over eight years. John Joseph will complete 
a D.Min. from Chicago Theological Seminary in 2008.  
He knows first hand about educational opportunities 
made possible by the M&S Fund having served in 
remote and rural Pastoral charges who engage in active 
ministry sponsored by the M&S Fund. 
 
IAN MCBRIDE                               416-588-1612 
ianmcbride@bellnet.ca 
 
Ian McBride is the Executive Director of the Anglican 
United Refugee Alliance (AURA).   AURA is an 
ecumenical organization, supported by United and 
Anglican Churches whose mission statement is, “to 
challenge and encourage churches to express support 
for refugees.”  Ian came to AURA from a varied 
business career in corporate management as well as 
having been an entrepreneur.  He is the winner of many 
awards for achievements in several different industries. 
 
 
JOYCE MACKINNON              905-880-1106 
joycemac38@sympatico.ca 
 
Joyce MacKinnon has travelled to Quelimane, 
Mozambique where she has been a guest of Dr. Bill 
and Karen Butt, who are United Church personnel 
attached to our partner, the Christian Council of 
Mozambique.  Joyce had the opportunity to travel with 
Karen to see the work that is being done in the districts 
and had an opportunity first hand to see M&S dollars 
in action.  Joyce will be the National UCW President in 
September 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONALD NICOL                               416-652-9002 
nicoldl@sympatico.ca 
 
Donald Nicol worked with our partners in Angola, 
Zambia and Argentina for 25 years, as a teacher and 
minister with the Christian Council of Zambia, the 
United Church of Zambia, Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation (Youth Leadership and Women’s Training 
Centre) and in Argentina with the Methodist Church as 
a Spanish speaking minister.  In early retirement Don 
participated in the Beads of Hope campaign and is 
active with Africa Files www.africafiles.org.  He is 
available to speak only in the Toronto area. 
 
LINDA PARSONS   905-895-7194 
linda.parsons@sympatico.ca 
 
Linda is the M&S administrative assistant for Toronto 
Conference and the Mission and Service contact person 
for York Presbytery.  Linda is the facilitator of the 
Aboriginal Solidarity Sharing Circle for residential 
schools and chair of CF&CD and Ethnic Ministries  in 
York Presbytery . Linda is also the Toronto Conference 
UCW Executive’s  rep on the Church In Society 
committee.  She attends Trinity United Church, 
Newmarket and she is a member of their Worship 
Committee and sings in the choir. 
 
LINDA PENNOCK   416-626-9582 
l.pennock@sympatico.ca 
 
Linda is a member of the Financial Oversight 
Committee of Toronto Conference. She is also editor 
of the M&S Prayer Cycle distributed to all ministry 
personnel and on the Toronto Conference website. 
Linda also focuses on studies and ministry in 
stewardship education: The Giving Project; 
Coordinator of “For Such a Season” an event that is 
held in North Bay. 
 
LILLIAN PERIGOE              416-241-2677 Ext. 224 
lperigoe@torontoconference.ca 
 
The Rev. Dr. Lillian Perigoe is currently Toronto 
Conference minister for personnel policy and support  
She has had pastoral experience in both rural and urban 
congregations and has been involved in ecumenical 
and inter-faith work.  She is a founding member with 
Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld and others of the inter-faith 
coalition, Campaign Against Child Poverty. 
 

mailto:johnjosephme@united.org
mailto:ianmcbride@bellnet.ca
mailto:nicoldl@sympatico.ca
http://www.africafiles.org/
mailto:Linda.parsons@sympatico.ca
mailto:l.pennock@sympatico.ca
mailto:lperigoe@torontoconference.ca

