GENERAL COUNCIL POSITIONS

Affordable Housing
34" General Council, 1992
Fredericton, New Brunswick

The 34™ General Council agrees to:

1. Reaffirm its belief in the necessity of affordable, suitable housing for the healthy
development of children and for the physical, psychological, and social well-being of
family and community life; and

2. Affirm its belief that safe, decent housing is a right as outlined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights [Article 25 (1)]; and

3. Call on the Government of Canada to re-establish the federal housing program; and

4, Urge conferences to call on their provincial governments to maintain provincial housing
programs, and increase the number of units; and

5. Encourage all levels of government to search for innovative ways to expand the supply of
housing available to people with moderate means and to enforce housing standards; and

6. Encourage United Church members to explore ways to help provide affordable housing
through active participation in such programs as Home Share, Access to Permanent
Housing, community cooperative housing initiatives, supportive housing, housing
registries, Social Planning Councils, Residential Rehabilitation Assistance Plan
programs, etc.

1992 ROP, p. 568, Executive Minutes, Nov. 1992, p. 14-15

The United Church of Canada
Housing Charter

37" General Council, 2000
Toronto, Ontario

We have committed ourselves internationally as a Canadian nation to upholding fundamental
rights and freedoms. In the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (December
1948), we specifically committed ourselves to the belief that "everyone has the right to a
standard of living adequate for the health of himself and his family, including food, clothing,
housing, medical care and necessary social services and the right to security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in
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circumstances beyond his control.” (Article 25) Adequate, affordable shelter is an important
aspect of ensuring quality of life and provision of basic need.

All Residents of Canada:

1.

Shall be entitled to an adequate standard of living to ensure healthy physical, intellectual,
emotional, spiritual, and social development and a good quality of life.

Shall be entitled to safe, affordable housing, which reflects the normal standard of their
community, is provided in a timely fashion and shall be appropriate to family size.

Shall be entitled to participate in decisions about assessment of need and housing
location.

Shall be entitled to accessible and supportive housing as there is need.

Shall be entitled to emergency housing and shelter in the event of housing crisis or
homelessness, recognizing that this is only a temporary measure.

Shall be entitled to basic social service or welfare income that will provide adequate cost
of safe affordable housing.

Have the right to be served by governments which acknowledge their responsibility to
improve the health and well-being of all Canadians and work co-operatively to ensure
adequate and suitable funding for housing.

The foregoing rights shall apply to all Canadians without discrimination according to race,
colour, sex, sexual orientation, ability/disability, ethnic origin, language, region, property or
class, religion or any other distinction. This may entail the use of affirmative action or equity
programs in order to redress situations of special individual, community or regional
disadvantage.
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