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ABORIGINAL SOLIDARITY SHARING CIRCLE

Mandate

The Toronto Conference Aboriginal Solidarity Sharing Circle shall:

1. assist the Conference, its Presbyteries and Pastoral Charges

a) to understand the history of colonization by European settlers in the land Aboriginals know as Turtle Island;

b) to acknowledge and redress the legacy of Indian Residential Schools in both church and society;


c)   to address the issue of racism against Aboriginal peoples in both church and 

      society;

2. support efforts toward dialogue and face to face encounters between Aboriginal and

non-aboriginal peoples in various settings within the bounds of Conference;

3. develop and help maintain networks of people committed to the task of on-going

dialogue with and justice for Aboriginal peoples;

4. promote dialogue with and support of native congregations and ministries within the

bounds of Conference;

5. foster and encourage the use of worship, education and advocacy resources which

further justice, reconciliation, dialogue and understanding;

6. hold regular sharing circles;

7. connect to ecumenical, national and Conference bodies and initiatives with relation to

this mandate;

8. undertake other initiatives as seems appropriate in keeping with this mandate.

Participants:

Co-circle facilitators (Aboriginal and non-aboriginal)

5 participants, of whom at least two shall be Aboriginal persons

1 representative from each of the Aboriginal congregations within Conference

(Georgina and Christian Island)

1 representative from each of the Presbyteries which support the above congregations (Simcoe and York)

1 representative or liaison from the Toronto Urban Native Ministry

* the circle shall have discretion to enlarge the circle if desired, subject to the agreement of Conference Executive for consistent additional participants

Staff Support:

One day per week program staff support - Conference Aboriginal Relations Vision Keeper
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